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From the Chairman

W ishing the ANACEFC 
Board and our member 

churches a Joyous, Prosperous and 
Blessed New Year. Yalei Chen, Chairman

Welcome Blackhawk Church
ANACEFC New Member Church

B



ANACEFC NEWSLETTER January 2024

2

/Continue from Page 1

Rev. Anthony Tsang

I have memberships in two 
Churches: Hop Yat Church of 

the Churches of Christ in China (Hong 
Kong) since my baptism in 1959 and 
the Chinese Evangelical Free Church of 
Los Angeles (CEFC-LA) since 1969. I 
started as a member of both churches 
and eventually served as an ordained 
minister. I was ordained by the 
Evangelical Free Church of America 
in 1991. I had served in CEFC-LA for 
16 years before being called to be the 
Senior Pastor overseeing the whole 
Hop Yat Church system in Hong 
Kong, including four local churches, a 
gospel center, a center for seniors and 
several schools. I served there until my 
retirement in 2010 and returned to the 
US.

My relationship with ANACEFC 
started with my attendance as a 
church representative at the second 
ANACEFC Annual Conference. Since 
then, I served in ANACEFC in various 
capacities, including church planting 
coordinator, chairman, secretary, 
treasurer, etc. In addition, I had been 
elected, at the denomination level of 
EFCA, to serve on the EFCA Mission 
Board and the Urban-Intercultural 
Board. I also served in GLACMA, 
the Greater LA Christian Ministers 

2023-2024 ANACEFC Board Members
Advisors

Association, in various Board 
positions.

Th e words for mutual encouragement 
are best found in the title of the hymn 
that I sang in my Ordination and my 
retirement. Th e title is “Th e longer I 
serve him, the sweeter it grows”.

ANACEFC 2024
Annual Conference
Date: 
September 25-27, 2024

Place: 
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Venue: 
Vancouver Chinese Evangelical 
Church (hosting church)

Th eme: TBD

Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Bill Taylor, Executive Director 
of Evangelical Free Church of 
Canada
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Rev. Dan Wat 

R ev. Dan Wat was an engineer 
before God’s calling to 

full-time pastoral ministry in South 
Calgary Chinese Evangelical Free 
Church, a ministry that he loved 
and served with passion until his 
retirement. Aft er retirement, he spent 
time studying spiritual formation for 
discipleship and spiritual growth. 
He also researched integrating 
psychotherapy and Biblical spirituality 
in counseling, particularly in healing 
and personal growth.

Pastor Dan is currently serving as a 
spiritual director and executive director 
of Manna Counseling and Educational 
Center. Th eir main ministries support 
the pastors by providing professional 
counseling and spiritual direction and 
leading small group spiritual formation 
and renewal journeys. 

For the past ten years, God has used 
Pastor Dan in counseling, spiritual 
direction, leading workshops, leading 
contemplative retreats, and many 
spiritual formation and renewal 
journeys. He served on the executive 
board of ANACEFC for a number of 
years. He also supported the Ambrose 
Seminar in Calgary by acting as the 
counselor and spiritual director among 
the seminary students for seven years.   

Pastor Wat and his wife live in 
Calgary, Edmonton, and Toronto. 
Th ey have three adult sons and four 
grandchildren.

Church, six years in Evangelical Free 
Church of Canada (EFCC), eight years 
in Lower Pacifi c District of EFCC, 11 
years in Trinity Western University 
and  15 years in  Association of North 
American Chinese Evangelical Free 
Churches.

Presently, he serves as a board 
member of the Rosewood Manor Care 
Foundation, Acacia Spring Society, and 
Acacia Spring Charitable Foundation. 
He is also an Advisor of the Vancouver 
Oratorio Society and a committee 
member of the Vancouver Showers of 
Blessing Evangelistic Ministry Offi  ce.

He is married (wife Mabel) and 
has three adult children and two 
grandsons.

Kenneth Tsang

K enneth was admitted as a 
Solicitor of the Supreme 

Court of Hong Kong in 1982. Before 
emigration to Canada, he had served as 
a civil servant in the Home Aff airs and 
Legal Department of the Hong Kong 
Government, as Company Director of 
three publicly listed companies, and in 
leadership positions in his church and 
denomination, which runs a subsidized 
school and a nursing home in addition 
to its eight churches, and as a member 
in several public committees. 

Aft er settling down in Richmond, 
B.C., in 1995, he felt a call to serve 
the community, the church, and 
charitable organizations as part of 
his half-time career on a voluntary 
basis. During the past years, he has 
served as a board member of over ten 
organizations, including 13 years in 
Richmond Chinese Evangelical Free 

/Continue on Page 4
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Yalei Chen (Chairman)

Brother Yalei Chen is a deacon 
board member of the Fort 

Collins Chinese Evangelical Free 
Church (FCCEFC). He came to Fort 
Collins, Colorado, from Beijing in 
1994 and was baptized a year later at 
that church. He hosted and led the 
campus evangelism group at his home 
right aft er the conversion. He and the 
family moved to Boulder, Colorado 
and worshiped at Boulder Chinese 
Evangelical Free Church from 1998 
to 2000. Aft er graduation, his family 
returned to Fort Collins and worshiped 
at FCCEFC. While at Boulder and 
Fort Collins, he engaged in diff erent 
campus ministries, including the 
University of Colorado at Boulder (CU 
Boulder), Colorado State University 
(CSU), Wyoming University, and the 
University of Northern Colorado. He 
has been on the church board for the 
last twenty more years and engages 
in regular evangelizing, preaching, 
teaching, and pastoral ministry. During 
the last fi ve years of vacancy as a 
church pastor, he serves as the church 
deacon board’s coordinator, overseeing 
the church ministries. He is in the 
global online program of Reformed 
Th eological Seminary for his Master of 
Arts (Th eological Studies). He earned 
a Ph.D. in Atmospheric Science from 
CSU and an MS in Computer Science 

Directors
from CU Boulder. He works full-time 
as a staff  soft ware engineer at Lockheed 
Martin in Denver. He is married to 
Yiping Zhang, and they have three 
children: Elizabeth, Eunice, and Elliott. 

Pastor Lorne Trudgian (Director)

P astor Lorne Trudgian has 
been serving God and the 

Church of Christ as a Canadian 
pastor since 1978 in churches in New 
Brunswick, Ontario, and Alberta. 
Lorne sincerely loves God and Jesus 
Christ, shepherding God’s people and 
preaching God’s Word.

He holds a Bachelor of Th eology and 
Master of Religious Education degree 
(London Baptist Bible College (83’) 
and Seminary (86’).

He is currently serving as the English 
Pastor at Calgary Chinese Evangelical 
Free Church in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada since 2017. Previously, he 
served as Senior Pastor at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Drayton Valley 
for eight years and Parkland Baptist 
Church in Spruce Grove for thirteen 
years. 

Th ey have been married, serving 
together in the pastorate since 
1978 and have three daughters and 
eight grandchildren. Lorne enjoys 
participating in triathlons, travelling, 
and spending time with their 
grandchildren. He and his wife, Cindy, 
currently live in Calgary.

/Continue from Page 3
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David Tsen (Secretary)

David had served for several 
terms on the ANACEFC 

board for a total of 8 years. He also 
served as the steering committee chair 
of ANACEFC’s Itinerant Pastor Project 
and helped to further Pastor Chi-Eng 
Yuan’s ministry to ANACEFC churches 
and fellowships in need.

In the early days, his family helped 
with the local tri-college Chinese 
fellowship ministry at Fargo. Later, 
they founded Red River Valley Chinese 
Christian Church (RRVCCC) with 
two other families. At church over the 
years, he and his wife Yuhjen (Kathy) 
served faithfully and fruitfully in many 
diff erent capacities, including deacons, 
teenager ministry, Bible study leaders, 
Sunday school teacher, and liaison 
to the EFCA local district, and the 
Northern Plains District.

Professionally, David had served 
for several years as the Surgery 
Department chair and subsection chair, 
as well as the chair of his department. 
He had also served as a board member 
of the local Dakota Medical Properties 
and on the hospital medical executive 
committee.

David is happily married to his wife, 
Kathy and has three grown children, 
all of whom actively maintain their 
Christian faith.

Helen Woo (Treasurer)

H elen came to Calgary 
from Hong Kong as an 

international student in 1989. She 
received her Bachelor of Commerce 
degree from the University of Calgary. 
She attended fellowship, accepted 
Christ, was baptized and has become 
a church member of the Calgary 
Chinese Evangelical Free Church 
since 1989. Helen has continued to 
serve at church as a choir member, 
conductor, song-leader, children’s 
Sunday school teacher, and leadership 
roles in diff erent committees.   She is 
infl uenced by her husband, who always 
says CCEFC is his home. Th eir family 
is dedicatedly committed to the church. 
In addition, she became a deacon of 
CCEFC’s board in the past eight years 
and has served on the ANACEFC 
Board since 2018. She serves as 
Treasurer of the ANACEFC Board and 
is in charge of the logistics for all the 
ANACEFC conferences.

Jone Lin (Director)

Brother Jone came from Taiwan 
in 1983, and his wife Daisy 

joined him in 1984. He was trained 
in mechanical engineering but has 
worked as a soft ware engineer. He has 
two grown sons. Both are married with 
a granddaughter and a grandson.

He came to Christ when he was 15 
because of the warmth I experienced 
in the school fellowship with little 
knowledge of salvation. Faith became a 
personal experience in his sophomore 
year. Th ey have been attending CEFC 
Santa Barbara since 1991. He has 
served in various ministries: choir, 
worship, youth, college campus, 
Sunday school, and currently serving 
as an elder of the church. 

Serving other member churches is his 
way of showing how God had blessed 
them through the help they received 
from ANACEFC when the church did 
not have a pastor.

/Continue on Page 6
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Agnes Chiu, Ph.D. (new Director)

Agnes Chiu is our new board member. 
She became a Christian at 19 and 
received her bachelor’s degree in social 
Ecology, specializing in Criminology 
from the University of California, 
Irvine. Subsequently, Agnes received 
her Juris Doctor degree from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
School of Law. Aft er practicing law for 
20+ years, in response to God’s calling, 
Agnes enrolled in Fuller Seminary and 
received a master’s degree in biblical 
studies and then a Ph.D. degree in 
Christian Ethics. Agnes is an assistant 
professor and Director of Research and 
Strategic Initiatives at the Center for 
Public Th eology at China Evangelical 
Seminary North America. Agnes 
has been a long-time member of the 
Chinese Evangelical Free Church of 
Los Angeles and currently serves as the 
chairperson of the Mission Committee.    

2024 ANACEFC Budget

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, location for ANACEFC 2024 Conference (Sept. 25-27, 2024)

/Continue from Page 5
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Recap of 2023 
ANACEFC Annual 
Conference

W e had the annual Conference 
in Chicago, USA, at the 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
(TEDS) this year. Our keynote speaker 
was Rev./Dr. David W Pao, Dean of 
TEDS, and the theme was “Subversive 
Orthodoxy ” Th e 
theme song was “In Christ Alone 

”. Rev. Pao led four main sessions 
of: 

(1) Emperor and Slave
(1 Tim 2:1-7; 6:1-2); 

(2) Good Work and Good Confession 
 (1 Tim 6:3-19); 

(3) Grace and Suff ering 
(2 Tim 2:1-3); and 

(4) Power and Weakness 
(2 Tim 4:6-18).

Rev. Chi Eng Yuan was our workshop’s 
speaker with the topic of “Burn for 
Christ just ... don’t burnout , 

”.

A special thanks to the event team of 
TEDS, Trinity International University, 

provided the conference place with 
excellent hospitality services. We 
particularly appreciated Rev. Vincent 
Leung, the Deacon Board, and the 
church members of the Chinese 
Evangelical Free Church of Greater 
Chicago, who hosted the Conference, 
provided all our needs, and gave a 
warm welcome and hospitality to our 
board directors. All of our conference 
attendants (69 pastors and church 
leaders) enjoyed 
the 3-day 
Conference and 
the fellowship 
time.

ANACEFC’s 
Annual Business 
Meeting was also 
held during the 
Conference. We 
had 36 delegates 
representing 
26 member 
churches. In the meeting, we accepted 
last year’s (2022) minutes and fi nancial 
statements and heard the sharing 

and/or the reports of the ministries 
supported by ANACEFC. 

We also had elected new board 
member(s). Yalei Chen is the 
Chairman of the Board together with 
Pastor Lorne (Canada), Dr. David Tsen 
(USA), Jone Lin (USA), Dr. Agnes 
Chiu (USA) and Helen Woo (Canada) 
will serve as Board of Directors in 
2024. 

We’re glad to have Rev. and Mrs. Chi 
Eng Yuan continue to serve as our 

/Continue on Page 8
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Liaison Offi  cer of EFCA and three 
board of advisors, Rev. Anthony 
Tsang (USA), Rev. Dan Wat (Canada) 
and Kenneth Tsang. (Please see their 
respective “Bio” from Pages 2-6)

Blackhawk Chinese Ministry of 
Blackhawk Church, Madison, 
Wisconsin, voted by acclamation as a 
new member to ANACEFC, and Pastor 
Charles Huang presented.

Th e 2024 budget was approved in the 
meeting. Th e total budget amount is 
$102,500.00 in USD. With our regular 
supporting ministries, we will launch 
a new scholarship fund of $5,000.00 in 
partnership with the China Evangelical 
Seminary North America 

; a new pilot project of 
starting “Hub Center(s)” in a major 
city to connect member churches and 
have a better fellowship.

We announced the Annual Conference 
of 2024. It will be held in Vancouver, 
BC, Canada, on September 25-27, 
2024. Keynote speaker is Rev. Bill 
Taylor, the Executive Director of 
Evangelical Free Church of Canada. 
Th e Conference Th eme will be 
determined. We’re glad to have the 
Vancouver Chinese Evangelical Church 
to be the hosting church.

27 Days Ministry Trip to Los Angles, CA 
and Phoenix, AZ. between November 8 
and December 4, 2023 By Chi Eng a  Kar-Shan Yuan

Ephesians 1:18-19

“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
his holy people and his incomparably great power for us who believe. Th at power 
is the same as the mighty strength,”

Before this ministry trip, we always prayed that the cleansing of the blood of 
Jesus Christ for our sins would make us instruments for His kingdom. We 

also prayed that all the preparation in terms of preaching and teaching would be 
relevant to those we serve.  We prayed for the Holy Spirit to work in the lives of 
those we reached.

During this ministry trip, we experienced that the Holy Spirit gave power to 
our preaching and teaching, and the hearts of the brothers and sisters in Christ 
became receptive to the message of the Bible and the Gospel.

We have repeatedly experienced the power of the Holy Spirit in the four churches 
listed below:

1. Evangelical Free Church of Walnut

We were invited to be the speakers at the retreat of the Evangelical Free Church of 
Walnut, which had four sessions in three days.  During the retreat, an older man 
wanted to become a Christian. Chi Eng led him in a prayer of decision for Jesus 
Christ. During the testimony time at the retreat, many shared their testimonies of 
how God moved their hearts through the preaching and fellowship. Two of them 
shared that it was the fi rst time they were able to publicly share the evidence of 
what God had done for them. Th ey all glorifi ed God and spoke of His greatness.

/Continue from Page 7
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2. Chinese Evangelical Free Church of Phoenix

Rev. Anthony Tsang, Rev. Minfu Hsu and Rev. Chi 
Eng Yuan were invited to participate with diff erent 
responsibilities in the special Sunday service for the 
installation of the new pastor and rededication of 
the church building for the Chinese Evangelical Free 
Church of Phoenix.

On November 19th, while challenging the 
congregation, most of them made the decision to 
follow God’s Word “...to press on toward the goal, to 
win the prize for which God has called me in Christ 
Jesus”. Philippians 3:14

3. Chinese Evangelical Free Church of Santa Barbara

We were invited to attend a student fellowship on the Saturday aft er 
Th anksgiving. During the time of fellowship, the Holy Spirit moved 
the group of students as they went deep into conversation.  Th e 
next day (Sunday), the student who asked the deep question told 
Kar-Shan that he found yesterday’s discussion very helpful and that 
he would apply what he learned in his life.  Th e Sunday service was 
a bilingual service, during the altar call most of the congregation 
responded with the desire to “have the same mind as Christ Jesus in 
your relationships with one another” (Philip 2:5).

4. Chinese Church of Calvary Community Church

We were invited to be the speakers for a joint 
fellowship on Friday evening. Th e attendees were 
very actively involved. During the Sunday service, the 
congregation was very involved in the worship.  At 
the end of the Sunday service, the Holy Spirit moved 
the hearts of the congregation and almost all of them 
stood up and declared to follow Jesus Christ with all 
their hearts. 

/Continue on Page 10
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Visitation
1. Chinese Evangelical Free Church of 
Los Angeles

Pastor Paul Yang, Agnes Chiu and us 
were invited to share about ANACEFC 
with some pastors and some board 
members of CEFCLA. Th e discussion 
and communication was very fruitful. 
Th e advisor of ANACEFC, Rev. and 
Mrs. Anthony Tsang joined us for 
lunch. 

We also visited the Advisory Senior 
Pastor of CEFCLA, Rev. and Mrs. Hsu 
at their home. We were grateful to have 
fellowship with them. 

2. China Evangelical Seminary North 
America

Pastor Paul Yang and we were invited 
to attend the chapel service and have 
lunch with the President, Rev. Samuel 
Liu and the Academic Dean, Rev. 
Raymond Hsu and Professor Angles 
Chiu. For the sake of partnership 
between ANACEFC and CESNA in 
supporting those churches whose 
members are called by God to serve 
the Lord in the churches, mission fi eld 
or workplace to equip themselves with 
seminary training, we had a fruitful 
discussion from diff erent perspectives.

Notes
/Continue from Page 9
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