
Where and When is 
COVID going?



Outline
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◦ The nuts and bolts

Your local situation
◦ The Ottawa Omicron wave

When will it end?

What can we be doing in the mean time?



What you need to know to grasp the 
situation
◦The Canadian context

◦The nuts and bolts



Federal-Provincial Jurisdictions
Health is a provincial jurisdiction, but the federal government 
sets the minimum standards to receive federal funding.  LTC is 
not part of the health agreement between federal and 
provincial governments.

Each province sets up it’s own health care delivery system.

Medical practice is regulated by the provincial colleges of 
physicians and surgeons.

Transportation is a provincial jurisdiction, but inter-provincial 
transportation as well as border control is a federal jurisdiction.  
Air and rail transport are federally regulated.



Implications
Federal government decides when to close the border to 
whom.

Federal government decides when and which vaccine is 
available, but provincial governments decide when and how 
to roll it out.

Federal government decides on mandates for federally 
regulated concerns.  Provincial governments decide on 
locally appropriate mandates.



Restrictions should be locally appropriate
Earlier on in the pandemic, masking was for protecting 
other people, not the wearer.  Now it is primarily to protect 
the wearer, and also to limit transmission.

In Canada, restrictions and lockdowns (circuit breaker) serve 
to limit transmission and also to protecting the hospital 
system from collapse.

Now into the 3rd year of the pandemic and with Omicron, 
we also have to consider staff attrition/shortage.



Moving parts - assessing trend/restriction
Case numbers, hospitalization and ICU admissions.

Testing or not, effects on case numbers and the calculation 
of R.

Staffing situation.

Waste water testing (6 days ahead of case surge).

Severity (hospitalization rate).

Surge capacity.



When will it end
Lots of moving parts.

Vaccination rate.

Global vaccination.

Dominant circulating strain.

Political climate.

Endemic, constant and seasonal.



Your local situation
◦The Ottawa Omicron wave





Risk by Vaccination Status, Ontario 2022-02-07
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Ottawa BA.2 Wave
AT THE END OF MARCH









The seven-day rolling average of COVID-19 in 

Ottawa’s wastewater reached an all-time high 

this week, suggesting that hospitalizations may 

soon be on the rise. Additionally, the COVID 

signal in Ottawa’s wastewater on March 29, 

the most recent date for which the wastewater 

surveillance had published figures, was the 

third-highest single-day total and the highest in 
nearly a year.















What can we be doing 
in the mean time?







Promote means of 
connection using technology 
and social media
FULFILL OUR MISSION, NOT JUST FILL OUR SPACES



What is your church’s digital strategy?
Livestream services

Virtual faith formation classes and small group meetings

Congregation-driven blogs and podcasts

Virtual and socially distanced breakfasts / pizza parties

Virtual bereavement support

Digital resources for families and online classes 

Digital programs for spiritual growth and formation
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